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mnend depa
'Il'uh IT revalution n ther
1 and tler I towns in the
k e, o-waste has already pat
straln In landfills in the
Throwing o-waste In
bina is still considered

an easy method of disposal
many cithes in the state.

-resource

B DC takes the green initiative forward
by discussing the prospects of safer
disposal of e-waste aimed at
safeguarding future generations
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Dom't call them e-waste,
but e-resources, This is
what students al
Geography department
# Unbversity of hMadras
sald In reaction o
Deccan Chronicle’s e-
waste campalgn.

K. Arun Kamar, a sec-
and-year applied gealegy
stusdent, sald kook af for-
el counirkes - they dis-
manibe COEIPUARES, mon:
iors, cell phones and
olher electronic gn
o produce a recycled,
new product. So, it is not
fair te call them ewaste
xs thoy an exoel:
lemt rescurce for produc
ing gadpets, he argaed

“A small clrcuit could
have gone wrong in a
cell phone butl another
moblle may mesd the
other parts of that call
plioti. 50, wo can min:
mise s-waste by com.
bindng items,” ho sadd

Adarsh, n second. year
spaitind information tech-
nalagy student al
University of Madlras,
said in the current sce-
narie, papers and other
itome canmol be termod
a8 wasie a8 they can be
recycled. But it's diffi-
cull to recycle comput-
ers, oell phones andd

odler electrondc Hems as

they need special tre-

ment and process to
rocess them.

“With every third per-
son In the country hay-
ing two cell phones apd
cell phones peretrating
the rural areas also, we
have n large pile of e
wasto In overy city and
10w in the country,” be
said

Polnting out that it's
difficult for an instit.

tion like Madras
University to disposs of
compuiers,  SCANMErs
amnd printers, Adarsh
said such elecironic
items become obsclete
within aix months,

which makes it difficult
for instingtions 1o dump
them kn & safe maanner.

Fellow student E.
Warun said companies
should encourage people
to glve theilr obsolete
electronic goods for a
nominal cost so that
maore peogle would get
Interested 1o join the ini-
tiative.

“As B teing done in
forulgn countries, there
should be a system to
collect e-waste and give
us money o that it
would be sasy for people
1o gt rid of thedr o-wasis
rather than damp it in
soame dusthin,” he sadd.

Time ripe to

get things going

B Although e-waste
eonstitutes bess than 1
par cont of the total
wastes genarated in
India, it ks growing at
2-3 por cenl per yoar.

B Tha mantra of
‘reduce, reuse, and

recycle’ applies to
e-wishe as woll,

Students of the department of geography at the Madras University discuss ways to dispose e-waste in a safe way. -
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Come, let’s find ways to dispose e-waste

ment A often discarded
nif bocasse they are bro
kom, bui simply because
new technology has left
them outdated or andesir
ahle,

E-wastes, especially com-
puders, contakn lafge quan-
tities of toxic substandes
ihat posa health ars opvi:
ronmenial hazards, Theso

materinls  include

eadmium, barfum,
[ Iy flammahle plastic,
mercury and gases. When

ioday's ebectronle gad-
gels are LOmMOITOW'S
e-waste, E-wasto
eRcompasses relfrigerabors,
airconditioners.  televi-
shoms, ocompulers and
mobile phones, E-waste
disposal has become a
major environmental con
corn in recent times.
Although e-waste consti-
futes less than 1 por ool of
the tolal wastes penerabed
i Imadlia, it is growing at 2-3
pEr CEN pEr Yoar. ¢om-

digmped in landfidls where

gases like dioxin and
faran, which can contamd
nate the atmosphere. In
doveloped countries, =
wasie recycling takes place
in pecycling plants dnder
contralled conditbons. In
India and other developing
couniries, ihere are no
siach comirols. Recycling ks
done by hand In scrap
yarids, often by children
Industrialised nations
like USA, bedng the largest
consumers of eclectronic
goods, often dispose their
ewaste by exporting them
1o underdeveloped nathons.
Thus, Imdia alomg with
other Aslan and African
CouUmNries is |nr'r\r.1.u||1|d:.

becoming & dumping
ground for hazardous &
waste dibe to cheap labotr
and lower disposal costs
amd lax or 5o enforcemmenl
ol enviroamensl lyws,
There |5 also & need o
promoto soo-Eriendly toch-
nbques for the recovery
ardl recycling of e-waste
Manufacturers should take
responsibility and mvelve
in  prodiuct take-back.
remanulscturing ani
redesignlng. The mamiea of
‘readisen, Petlsn, an recyclhe’
applios in o-wasto as wall

The wrider is direcior,
C.PR Environmeial
Eduration Ceatre

pared 1o obher wastes, thrown into the water - a3 garbage s plied op and

E-waste comes from wedo with other waste—e-  eventually covered with

houscholds, large and wastes Kill fish  and  soil. Sometimes, it is barnt

small businesses, instite- wikilife and damage peo-  In Incinerniors or open

tions and wernmen!  ple’s health pite. Burning of &waste

offices. Electronbs equip- E-waste s most often leads to formation of toxic
HOW NATIONS FIGHT E-WASTE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AUSTRALIA I
LT

Wﬁ"wm A new inltlathve ‘
Elactronics called E-Cycling S a deretopad country, Austaln's i —
T s-waste statistics are surprisingly e
strategy for resporslble initiativy’ |3 S

Lo bl lod eftort & Computors are conskdared to be e
slgctronic design, pur- lsunched in April 2011 ta the most frequently upradied el B o e I “'._:h?-'
chasing, wm nqwhillnnr‘dﬂtﬂ collect and roacychs 1 bil- bronkc devics and i Buch contribute o el =
i Mwmm ['m'l o an poomc (ARC.DOS) graatly to the dinitrous E-Waste statistics. ]
fesrnl povernment sakd that It G e e i A BIGO00 AN wigERUASD. Ky policy bools for a-wites

year J008,

.mmmﬂdnm;tmhm It Iy eaardinated by CEA « Vhille: this may 8t first seom By & groat figurs, com- :Mmm.‘ mwmﬁm
and sustalnablo slectronic [Condumar Elpc plerw B 4 18 LE million simply thrown away, L8 million [Pundisg ppport e =
-wwm»m.m,mm Asgociation) and aims to in sorsge and 5.3 million simply sittieg unated on i
e COnSLETT shialves and gathering dust. Add 1o this the estimated
= Supgport options and systems for  ban of e-Cycling and 2.4 million rw computers Australans are estimated to iy Mg tuchnology of
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